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prescription medicines and healthcare services between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland has increased by almost £300 million in the past two years. On Monday the Health and Social Care Committee in the Northern Ireland Assembly was told that the trade between the two jurisdictions had risen by 21.5 per cent in the past year to £1.4 billion.

The committee said it was caused by increased cross border trade in prescription medicines, medical devices, diagnostics, hospital supplies and healthcare services. However, that was also said to be due to increases in the number of patients moving from the Republic to Northern Ireland, as well as more direct patient visits to Northern Ireland from the
Republic. Health Minister, David Ford, said more work would be done to develop a strategy to raise awareness of the benefits of cross border healthcare between the two jurisdictions. He told the committee that the investment in cross-border healthcare services and increased awareness of their benefits would enable services to be extended to a higher

proportion of the population. “Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland have had a long history of cross border healthcare arrangements and, with the right support, cross border health and care should be an opportunity to extend services to a greater number of people,” he said. The committee was told that the use of health, dental and eye services in
Northern Ireland could be increased by extending health and care services to the North, as well as the expansion of the Northern Health Trust in Londonderry. “In addition, as both the Northern Health Trust and the Northern Ireland Ambulance Service are devolved, it could prove possible to expand the range of services offered in Northern Ireland to these
services. “There are, therefore, opportunities for the Department of Health, together with the Health and Social Care Committee and others, to develop a strategy to raise awareness of cross border healthcare in Northern Ireland,” Mr Ford added. One of the committee’s recommendations will be that Public Health in the United Kingdom (PHiUK), the body

that oversees health 3e33713323
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