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close ties to Malaysia's embattled
prime minister Najib Razak, whose
popularity is already in crisis. Mr
Najib is battling to save his
government from being thrown out
after revelations that he has been
the beneficiary of money from a
sprawling corruption scandal. He
says he is innocent and has ordered
a thorough investigation. The
government has confirmed the
deposits of about $700,000
(£405,000) into his personal bank
account, but Mr Najib's allies say
they came from legitimate sources.
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His party, the United Malays
National Organisation, or UMNO,
has been in power for more than six
decades, but the younger leaders of
the new Islamic Party have been
challenging it for many years. The
latest in a series of corruption
scandals may have succeeded in
shaking UMNO's backroom
network, but it is not clear whether
that will translate into votes. Mr
Najib's opponents say there is a
clear connection with the 13th
general election is just over six
months away, and other candidates
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