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where one third of staff reported that OT involvement had no influence on their IEP practice or informal teaching.
Conclusions {#s5} =========== Our findings show that the majority of staff feel that the environment is supportive
of children with ID and that they encourage parents to be more involved with their child's education than they were in the

past. Despite these favourable feelings, staff indicated that they needed training and support in order to improve their
practice for children with ID and their parents. For example, 80% of staff reported that they would like more formal
training on how to educate parents of children with ID, and even more staff indicated a need for further training in

understanding, assessment and identification of children with ID as well as their outcomes from intervention. Importantly,
these same groups of staff reported feeling less confident in these areas than their colleagues who have more experience
in educating children with ID. It is also concerning that two thirds of staff indicated feeling that they were not supported in

their IEP practice. This finding has implications for the provision of future support for children with ID and their families.
Importantly, for staff to function effectively, they need to feel that they are supported in their practice and that the

environment is conducive to educating children with ID. More detailed knowledge of the reasons for dissatisfaction among
staff, and improved support for staff, would provide opportunities for improving practice for children with ID and their

families. This highlights the importance of future research examining these issues in greater detail. **Competing
interests:** None declared. **Provenance and peer review:** Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed. Clear Bag
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