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disorders characterized by
immunologic hypersensitivity, due

to a specific activation of
immunological mechanisms. A

reaginic antibody is released and
cause contact urticaria and other

forms of hypersensitivity.
Nevertheless, other mechanisms
are also involved to explain the
evolution of the symptoms and

signs. The main allergic diseases
are represented by the extrinsic

rhinitis and conjunctivitis, dermato-
hypersensitivity, drug allergy and
the food allergy. The final aim of
the diagnostic is to establish the

cause of the symptoms, to
administer a causal treatment and,

if possible, to avoid future
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recurrences.The role of endoscopic
retrograde

cholangiopancreatography in
prevention and treatment of

pancreatic cancer. Endoscopic
retrograde

cholangiopancreatography (ERCP)
is used for the investigation,
treatment, and palliation of

patients with pancreatic diseases.
Although the incidence of

pancreatic cancer is rising, there
are limited data on the

effectiveness of ERCP for the
prevention and treatment of this

disease. To assess the
effectiveness of ERCP in the
prevention and treatment of

pancreatic cancer, we performed a
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MEDLINE search of the English-
language literature from January

1992 to October 2002. We
abstracted data regarding the type

of pancreatic diseases, type and
extent of ERCP performed,

complications, and associated
changes in clinical management.

We also performed a manual
search of the gray literature to
identify case studies or series
reporting on the application of
ERCP for the prevention and

treatment of pancreatic cancer.
Nearly 10,000 articles were

reviewed, and 20 case reports or
case series were identified. This

review identified 393 patients with
pancreatic diseases in which ERCP
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was used in their care. In the most
common clinical scenario, ERCP
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