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Middle-earth is the fictional setting of much of the
fantasy of the English writer J.R.R. Tolkien. The term is
equivalent to MiA°garA°r of Norse mythology ... Middle-

earth, or "Middle-earth," is the fictional land that Tolkien

describes in his Lord of the Rings trilogy (see The Lord of

the Rings) and other works. Middle-earth is often seen in

the West as a metaphor for the world in which the action

or event takes place, as part of a larger and more
general picture. Some areas of Middle-earth include
lands located in Southern Europe and North Africa, as
well as in northern Russia (see Middle-earth and "the
Northman").
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